Letter to the Editor

SUCCESS OF lAM
This letter is to thank you for your efforts in helping make I mmunization Action Month (lAM) 1975 so successfu I ["I mmunization Action Month Scheduled for October " -October 1975] . This effort, I believe, truly epitomizes an imaginative partnership between governmental agencies at state. local and federal levels; professional groups; private industry; and voluntary organizations. However, it also exemplifies the value of individuals' commitments to assure the success of any campaign.
Your interest and cooperation are appreciated by all of us involved in the lAM effort 17.2% or $17.139,000 went to public education; 10.6% or $10,579,000 went to professional education; 13.5% or $13,457,000 went to patient services and 8.2% or $8,187,000 went to community services. Another 11.9% of the budget or $11,885,000 went to fund raising and 9.9% or $9.861,000 went to man- The Society itself engages in only one type of research directly, the computerized study of huge population groups (epidemiology) to determine how environment and lifestyle affect cancer incidence and death.
Such studies have identified high risk groups for several forms of cancer and the new edition of "Facts & Figures" notes several. For example, if there is a family history of polyps, an individual has a higher risk of colon-rectum cancer. Or, if a woman is in the age group , had late menopause, and/or a history of obesity, diabetes or high blood pressure, she is at greater risk of developing cancer of the body of the uterus. Epidemiological studies also are useful in learning the possible effects of occupational factors. The Society is deeply involved in cooperative studies with unions and management in various industries. It has been learned for example, that asbestos workers run higher risks than average of developing lung cancer, and pressmen exposed to printing dyes also are in a high risk group.
The new "Facts & Figures" also outlines another major ACS concern -service and rehabilitation programs to improve the enjoyment and quality of life for people after they have been treated for cancer. There is, for example, the ACS Reach to Recovery program in which women who have successfu lIy adj usted to mastectomy offer personal aid and information to a new patient with her attending physician's approval. In 1975,8,500 such volunteers assisted some 50,000 patients on an individual basis.
The ACS is a voluntary non-profit health agency working through 58 chartered Divisions and 2,792 local units.
In fiscal 1975, the Society received over $107 million from public sources. While 28.7% of its 1974-75 budget went to research,
